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Friday 13th August 2021 
 
Dear Gerry 
 

A Level Examination Results at Havering Sixth Form College 
 
I am writing to you following the reports that the senior leadership of New City College (N.C.C.) 
have significantly downgraded the A Level results given by teachers for students across Havering, 
including those living in my constituency of Romford and the wider Havering area. 
 
You will know better than most the devastating impact that the pandemic and school closures have 
had on students, and the disruption it has caused to their education. In the absence of in-person 
exams, this Government has allowed teachers to decide students’ grades, as the fairest and most 
accurate way to measure a student’s academic ability. 
 
It is therefore deeply concerning to hear from students and parents in my constituency that pupils 
attending Havering Sixth Form College have seen their grades downgraded significantly from what 
their teachers awarded them, with the decision reportedly made by the N.C.C. senior management 
team. 
 
Subsequently, many students have missed their university, apprenticeship and job requirements, 
putting their whole future at risk. 
 
It is even more concerning to hear that the students’ teachers were shocked at these results, 
indicating no discussions were had with those who know their students best, having awarded the 
original grades.  
 
Students at Havering Sixth Form College should not be penalised for the absence of in-person 
exams and must receive equal treatment to every other student across the country to protect the 
integrity of the results. 
 
However, I fail to see how the senior leadership of N.C.C. Colleges can accurately assess students 
without consultation with their teachers, and I do not believe that students have received fair or 
accurate results for their A Levels.  
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Can you please confirm what procedures took place which resulted in the downgrading of so many 
A Level results, and what involvement the teachers had with this?  
 
I would also be grateful if you could explain how you are now supporting students who have 
unexpectedly received significantly lower grades and are now unsure what their next steps after 
college will be. 
 
If the reports are correct, and grades were reduced by the senior leadership team without 
consultation with teachers, I would urge you to reconsider this decision as a matter of urgency.  
 
All students should receive grades which fairly reflect their ability, and this does not seem to have 
occurred in this instance. 
 
I await your response and explanation for this situation which has left hundreds of students in 
Havering disappointed and uncertain about their future.  
 
With every good wish. 
 
Yours Sincerely,  
 
 
 
 
 
Andrew Rosindell M.P. 
 
cc: Janet Smith, Principal of Havering Sixth Form College 
Cllr. Robert Benham, Cabinet Member for Education at Havering Council 
Cllr. Judith Holt, Chairman of Children & Learning Overview & Scrutiny Sub-Committee at Havering 
Council 
Cllr. Damian White, Leader of Havering Council 


